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Associate Professor Chin-Hao Huang
Co-Chair, International Affairs Programme,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
National University of Singapore

Chin-Hao Huang is an Associate Professor of
political science and Co-Chair of International
Affairs at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, National University of Singapore.
Specialising in Asian security and international
politics, he has authored three books, including the
acclaimed "Power and Restraint in China's Rise"
(2022). His research appears in leading journals
such as International Organization and The China
Quarterly, and has been featured in TIME,
Bloomberg, BBC, and the Financial Times. Huang
advises governments and organisations on Asian
strategic matters and has testified before the U.S.-
China Economic and Security Review Commission.

Speech Title:
Why Do Small States Matter in Great Power
Politics? The Significance of Singapore and
Southeast Asia’s Statecraft Amidst US-China
Competition

Speech Outline:

While the conventional narrative assumes that
Singapore and the ten relatively small states in
Southeast Asia are constrained in their capability to
shape regional order or even influence great power
like the US and China, the region’s foreign policy
statecraft can help weather the uncertainties and
enable it to punch above its weight to maintain
strategic relevance in regional dynamics.

The challenge for the United States and China in
their tussle for greater influence and leadership is
to understand the motivations of Southeast Asian
states and what these smaller states in the region,
a geostrategic chokepoint and major trade route,
are willing or unwilling to do.

If either Washington or Beijing wants to emerge as
the legitimate great power, it will need to pay far
more attention to the region’s statecraft.
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